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constantly present from the time the good Father
was taken until his death. These good Christians
were prisoners to the Iroquois, who were taking them
into their country to be put to death. But our good
God granted them the favor of enabling them to
escape by the way; and they came to us to recount
all that I have set down in writing.

Father de Brebceuf was captured on the 16th day
of March, in the morning, with Father Lalemant, in
the year 1649. Father de Brebceuf died the same
day as his capture, about 4 o’clock in the afternoon.
Those barbarians threw the remains of his body into
the fire; but the fat which still remained on his body
extinguished the fire, and he was not consumed.

I do not doubt that all which I have just related is
true, and I would seal it with my blood; for I have
seen the same treatment given to Iroquois prisoners
whom the huron savages had taken in war, with the
exception of the boiling water, which I have not seen
poured on any one.

I am about to describe to you truly what I saw of
the Martyrdom and of the Blessed deaths of Father
Jean de Brebceuf and of Father Gabriel L’alemant.
On the next morning, when we had assurance of the
departure of the enemy, we went to the spot to seek
for the remains of their bodies, to the place where
their lives had been taken. We found them both,
but a little apart from each other. They were
brought to our cabin, and laid uncovered upon the
bark of trees,—where I examined them at leisure,
for more than two hours, to see if what the savages
had told us of their martyrdom and death were true.
I examined first the Body of Father de Brebceuf,
which was pitiful to see, as well as that of Father



